January 5, 2010

North Slope Borough School District
P.O. Box 169

Barrow, Alaska 99723

Attn: Peggy Cowan, Superintendent

RE: 2011 Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar contest

Dear Ms. Cowan:

On behalf of the Fairbanks Fish and Wildlife Field Office, I would like to invite all students in the North
Slope Borough School District to participate in the 2011 Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar Contest. Please
forward the information to the home schooled within your area. The theme for the calendar this year is
“Celebrate Birds in Culture”. The purpose of this fun and educational art and literature contest for students
is to encourage conservation of waterfowl by expressing their connection to the land and to the different
migratory bird species that nest and breed in Northern Alaska through their artwork and writing.

Please see the attached letter and contest rules to participate.

Last year we had nearly 37 entries from the North Slope School District.

All regional winners win nice prizes and their entries go to Anchorage Contest judges for the statewide
competition. Winners of the statewide competition receive more prizes and are featured in the 2011
calendar.

The statewide competition for their literature and art entries and will be featured in the 2010 calendar.
There are two (2) being published in the 2010 calendar from the North Slope — Ashley Kim (Barrow-

Manager’s Choice-poster), and Cody Tetreau (Kaktovik — literature). Please see attached copies.

Please encourage your students to participate in this fun and educational contest. For more information you
can log on to: http://www.r7.fws.gov/external/education/calendar.htm

Please feel free to email me at neesha stellrecht@fws.gov and/or call me at 907-456-0297 for any
questions. Thank you.

Sincerely, g% “‘*g'\ﬁ"(

Neesha Stellrecht, USFWS Biologist
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Outreach & Education

About the 2011 Alaska Migratory Bird
Calendar Contest:

What?
The 2011 Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar Contest (formerly the Goose Calendar Contest) is in progress.

The winners of the State-wide poster and literature competition will be published in the 2011 Alaska
Migratory Bird Calendar.

Why?
The purpose of the contest is to encourage local children to learn about bird conservation. Several species

of migratory birds need special attention, including the emperor goose, black brant, spectacled and Steller’s
eiders.

Who?

K-12 students (public, private or home-schooled) residing in or adjacent to the North Slope Borough and the
following National Wildlife Refuges: Arctic, Yukon Delta, Kanuti, Togiak, Izembek, Alaska
Peninsula/Becharof, Alaska Maritime, Selawik, Innoko, Koyukuk and Nowitna may enter. If you are not
sure of your eligibility, email cathy rezabeck@fws.gov

Students living in other communities outside those described above are welcome to compete in the Junior
Duck Stamp Contest.

Activities and Information for Teachers?
The calendar contest can easily be integrated into you existing classroom activities. Attached are activities
and information to help you do this.

How to Enter and the Deadline
All entries must be postmarked on or before February 12, 2010. Find the contest rules, entry forms and
where to send entries here.

Four ways to Win
1. Local Contest. When entries arrive at Fish & Wildlife Service offices in February, each office
conducts a local contest with the help of 5 local judges. They select winners in each of the four
calendar categories for both poster and literature entries (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). These 24 winners
(12 posters and 12 literatures) receive ribbons. Non- successful local entries are returned to their
schools.

2. State-wide Contest. Each Fish & Wildlife Service office (there are 11 this coming year) sends their
24 local winning entries to Anchorage for the state-wide contest. Five independent judges select 12
state-wide literature and 12 state-wide poster winners (3 in each of the calendar categories above) to
be printed in the 2010 calendar. They also select 1 Grand Prize Literature and 1 Grand Prize Poster
winner. Grand Prize winners receive a big ribbon, new bike and a helmet. The state-wide winners
receive ribbons and other prizes. Local entries that were not chosen as state-wide winners are sent
back to the Fish & Wildlife office they came from..



3. Manager’s Choice. The manager of each office selects one of the returned local winners as the
“Manager’s Choice”. It is published (at a smaller size than the State-wide winners) in the 2011
calendar.

4. Certificates of Appreciation. Every student that submits an entry receives a “Certificate of
Appreciation” signed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Regional Director.

Thank you to partners who supported the 2010 calendar:
National Audubon Society, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Ducks Unlimited and Conoco Phillips
Alaska.

External Affairs
Alaska Region Home



Poster Contest Rules
2011 Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar

The Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar Contest has broadened its conservation focus. Formerly focusing on the 4
species of Arctic nesting geese, the contest still has the same conservation goals as the former Goose Calendar
Contest, but its focus has expanded to include migratory birds (not just geese) in Alaska. Judges will be looking
at: visual impact (use of color, contrast, and composition), creative concept, interesting expression

of theme and/or unique subject, and how well any writing interacts with the art.

1. K-12 students (public, private or home schooled) residing in or adjacent to the North Slope Borough and the
following National Wildlife Refuges: Arctic, Yukon Delta, Togiak, Izembek, Alaska Peninsula, Becharof,
Alaska Maritime, Selawik, Kanuti, Innoko, Koyukuk, and Nowitna may enter. If you are not sure of your
elegibility e-mail Cathy_rezabeck@fws.gov

2. All entries must be submitted to the closest U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service office, Attention: Calendar
Contest. (Addresses of offices are on page 2 of the Entry Form.)

3. All entries must be postmarked by Friday, February 12, 2010. Entries postmarked after this date will be
disqualified.

4. Only one poster entry per student will be accepted in the poster contest. However, students may enter both
literature and poster contests.

5. Poster entries must be horizontal on 18" x 12" paper. Please, nothing smaller or larger. It is suggested that

lettering be more than 1 inch from the edge of the paper.

6. Poster shall be drawn or painted in COLOR. Colored pencils, crayons, water colors, colored markers, pastels,
and cut-out colored paper are acceptable mediums.

7. If words are written in Yup'ik, Unangax, Inupiat, Gwich'in, or Koyukon Athabascan, a translation in English
must be attached or included within the poster's design.

8. All art must be original and MUST PERTAIN TO THE THEME. No copying , tracing, or templates will be
accepted. This year's theme is “Celebrate Birds in Culture.”

9. The purpose and spirit of the calendar is to convey positive conservation messages related to migratory birds
found in or adjacent to the refuges (listed in #1) as well as the North Slope Borough. Artwork focusing on
“no hunting” or “no egging” messages is not appropriate and will be disqualified.

10. Teachers must review the students' work so that misspelling and grammatical errors are corrected before
submission. MISSPELLED OR ILLEGIBLE WORDS OR GRAMMATICAL ERRORS WILL
DISQUALIFY THE ENTRY.

11, Students may use a computer for the wording on their poster; however, they may not use computer drawing

to produce their artwork. Please be aware that these posters will be in the 2011 calendar if students
use the year on their poster.

12. Young children or children with disabilities may get assistance from their teachers and parents to dictate their
thoughts.

13. Completed, legible entry forms must be attached firmly on the back of each entry (only page 1). An
entry form is provided and should be copied for each entry. This will ensure that every participant receives a
certificate.

14. Student's name must not appear on the front of artwork but should be neatly printed on the back side of the
artwork just in case the entry form is accidentally separated.



Literature Contest Rules
2011 Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar

The Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar Contest has broadened its conservation focus. Formerly focusing on the 4 species of
Arctic nesting geese, the contest still has the same conservation goals as the former Goose Calendar Contest, but its focus
has expanded to include migratory birds (not just geese) in Alaska. Judges will be looking at: use of language,
expression of theme, enjoyable to read, original concept, and biological accaracy.

1. K-12 students (public, private or home schooled) residing in villages in or adjacent to the North Slope Borough
and the following National Wildlife Refuges: Arctic, Yukon Delta, Togiak, 1zembek, Alaska Peninsula, Becharof,
Alaska Maritime, Selawik, Innoko, Kanuti, Koyukuk, and Nowitna may enter. If you are not sure of your
elegibility e-mail Cathy_rezabeck@fws.gov

2. All entries must be submitted to the closest U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service office, Attention: Calendar Contest at
(Addresses of offices are on page 2 of the Entry Form)

3. All entries must be postmarked by Friday, February 12, 2010. Entries postmarked after this date will be
disqualified.

4, Only one literature entry per student will be accepted in the literature contest. However, students may enter both
literature and poster contests.

5. Literature entries must be typed or handwritten neatly in black ink on 8 42" x 11" paper. Illegible submissions
will be disqualified.

6. Try to limit the total number of English words to_60. If written in Yup'ik, Unangax, Inupiat, Gwich'in, or
Koyukon Athabascan, an English translation must be attached to the entry. (The translation is not counted in the
total number of words allowed.)

7. All entries must be original. No copying will be accepted.

8. Literature entries may be either poetry or prose and MUST PERTAIN TO THE THEME. This year's theme is

“Celebrate Birds in Culture.”

9. The purpose and spirit of the calendar is to convey positive conservation messages related to migratory birds
found in or adjacent to the refuges (listed in #1) as well as the North Slope Borough. Literature focusing on “no
hunting” or “no egging” messages is not appropriate and will be disqualified.

10. Teachers must review the student's writing so that misspelling and grammatical errors are corrected before
submission (you may use spell-check and grammar-check in your computer as well). Misspelled words will
disqualify the entry.

11. Young children and/or children with disabilities may get assistance from their teachers and parents to dictate their
thoughts.

12. Completed, legible entry forms MUST be firmly attached on the back of each entry (only page 1). An entry
form is provided and should be copied for each entry. This will ensure that every participant receives a certificate.

13. Student's name must not appear on the front of the entry but should be neatly printed on the back just in case the
entry form is accidentally separated.



Non-Art Teacher’s Art Teaching Tips: Helping students create visual impact using
color in their artwork

Note: Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar Poster Contest Judges will be looking at: visual
impact (use of color, contrast, and composition), creative conceplt, interesting expression
of theme and/or unique subject, and how well any writing interacts with the art.

This volume gives teaching tips for explaining a key visual art skill that successful
students use to optimize visual impact in their artwork. Use the following talking points
about color to guide your discussions with your students.

By participating in the Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar Poster Contest while using the
following talking points in class discussion, students will be able to practice the following
Alaska State Content Standards for the Arts: A1-6, B1, 3-6, C1-4, and D1-2, 4 and 6.

Art is a Language

Art is language that, if used effectively, communicates a message. Specific words, such
as impact, color, contrast, and composition are used by artists—from musicians to
graphic designers--to describe the tools for effective artistic communication, regardless of
the art medium.

Depending on the purpose of the art project and the audience the art project’s message is
intended for, an artist may want to optimize impact in some cases (such as a dramatic
film), and minimize impact in others (a lullaby song). In this case, students will be
creating a poster for a calendar so the following talking points identify ways to increase
visual impact in drawings using color.

Color: Visual Impact through Emotion

Color can represent emotion. What do we mean when we say “he’s feeling blue”? The
phrase “stick to your colors” implies that color can represent an opinion or position; “she
revealed her true colors” suggests that color can provide insight into a person’s nature or
character. We might associate red with the merriment of the holidays, or the horror of
violence, depending on how color is used along with shapes, textures, and subject matter.
The colors artists choose add feeling to their work’s messages. Ask students to assign
a color to their current mood and then to the mood of a parent this morning. How do the
colors differ? What colors would each student assign to each of their strongest emotions?

Look at the February, 2005 Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar image. What season do you
think of? What is the first feeling that comes to mind? Is it a comforting, contemplative,
or exciting feeling? How many and which colors are used? Now look at the March,
2005 image. Is your feeling from this image different? Does it “wake you up”, or “make
you tired”? How do the number of colors used differ in both images? What about the



kinds of colors? Why else do you think you might have different feelings from each of
these images?

Now that you’ve thought about color and emotion, what feelings do you have when you

think of this year’s calendar theme, “Healthy Habitats Hatch Healthy Birds™? Is there a
color that comes to your mind when you think of this feeling? (If not, that’s okay too!)

Color: Visual Impact through Complimentary Colors

Mixing of the three primary colors (red, blue and yellow) in varying amounts creates all
possible hues in nature (by the strict artistic definition, hues are “pure colors” or those
that have not had white or black added to them). Mixing white and black into these hues
will create all possible tints and shades, respectively (such as the tint of pink or the shade
of deep violet purple). Therefore, with red, blue, yellow, white and black, all existing
colors (hues, tints, and shades) can be created.

Constructing a simple color wheel with students helps them discover the relationships
between hues and how artists choose color themes to maximize visual impact.

Instructions for constructing a simple color wheel:

1. Distribute one sheet of blank paper, and one red, one blue, and one yellow
crayon to each student.

2. Draw a circle and draw lines within it dividing the circle into 6 equal pic
shapes.

3. Color in one red, one blue, and one yellow pie shape, each separated from the
others by an uncolored pie shape.

4. Identify the two primary colors on each side of the first uncolored pie shape.
Using equal amounts of these two primary colors create the secondary color
made by their combination. When finished, you should have combined the
three secondary colors of purple (see diagram #4a--between the red and blue
pie shapes), green (see diagram #4b--between the blue and yellow pie shapes)
and orange (see diagram #4c--between the yellow and red pie shapes).

5. You have now created a simple color wheel that contains colored pie shapes
of red, purple, blue, green, yellow, and orange in that order.

#4a #4b




Holding up a completed simple color wheel as described above, point out how the color
wheel places similar colors near each other. To maximize visual impact using color,
students can choose to use color pairs that are across from one-another on the color wheel
(red and green, blue and orange, yellow and purple).

These cross-pairs are called color compliments, because when placed next to each other,
they really compliment, set off, or increase the perceived intensity of each of the colors.
Identify before your class discussion regional schools and professional sports teams who
use complimentary colors, such as Lathrop High in Fairbanks (golden yellow and purple)
and the Miami Dolphins (orange and aqua blue). Ask the students the following: Why do
you think red and green represent the Christmas holidays? Why do you think so many
sport teams choose uniform colors that are compliments?

Look at the January 2005 winning entry in the AK Migratory Bird Calendar. Where do
you see visual impact created by using complimentary colors? By using tints and shades?
How could you use complimentary colors in your poster design?

Check back in 2006 for more Non-Art Teacher’s Art Teaching Tips volumes which
will discuss:

Helping students create visual impact using contrast in their artwork. Contrast
increases visual impact by setting things in opposition to emphasize differences. You can
use color, pattern/texture, and composition to create contrast.

Helping students create visual impact using composition in their artwork.
Composition—the way in which subject parts are combined or related on the page--can
add visual impact by creating strong symmetry, or by placing objects in a balanced, yet
notably asymmetrical combination.



2011 Alaska Migratory Bird Calendar
POSTER AND LITERATURE CONTEST ENTRY FORM
Due February 12, 2010

Please type or CLEARLY print all information requested below. Tape the completed form to
the back of your entry.

Circle Grade: This entry is for: (circle one)
K12 3435 (6728 (91011 12 Poster Literature
Student: Birthday:

Last Name First Name Month Day Year
Home Address: Village/Town: Zip:
Home Phone: Parent Daytime:
School Name: Home School? Yes No
Scheol Address: Village/Town: Zip:
Teacher:

Last Name First Name School Phone

Teacher e-mail address:

Two Signatures Below Required:

I hereby certify that this is my (my student’s) ORIGINAL WORK and is not a copy of published art
(including previous calendars) or literature, or other materials protected by copyright laws. I understand
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other calendar sponsors are not responsible for loss or damage
to my art or literature. If entry is a state-wide winner, it will be published in the 2011 calendar. State-
wide Grand Prize winners will be asked to supply a school photo to be published in the calendar.

Student Signature: Date:
Teacher Signature: Date:
Parent Signature:

I grant the right to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and its calendar partners to utilize my child’s photo,
art, or literature for reproduction or promotional purposes in publications, displays or on the internet. If
used on the internet, I understand that the images may be downloaded by any computer user. Therefore, I
agree to hold harmless from any claims the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior or its employees.

Parent Signature: Date:

Entries must be post marked by February 12, 2010 and addressed to your receiving site — listed
on page 2. Entries will be returned to each teacher immediately after local and state-wide
Jjudging takes place in March and April (state-wide art and literature winners are returned
after the calendar is printed the following October).
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Small birds,

Big birds,

Birds with flirty feathers come forth.

Many birds visit Alaska’s great north,

The bird nursery for every generation,

But we need your cooperation.

So help birds live healthy lives,

Prevent pollution so many birds will thrive.

By Cody Tredeau’ of Kaktovik, 2009 literature for 2010 calendar






